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Abstract 



PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To shorten a time for developing a circuit by evaluating 
whether a chip size exceeds a target size or not by calculating a circuit area by an area 
calculating formula for respective elements and element symbols composing the circuit 
at the time of layout. 

SOLUTION: The circuit design is performed on a computer 130 while utilizing a circuit 
diagram editor 210. The editor 210 has an area calculation program 230 and the 
arrangement or connection of respective elements is successively performed while 
using element symbols 310 to be the base of area calculation, parameters 320 of 
respective elements, element count 330 corresponding to the kinds of elements and an 
area calculating formula 340 by elements for calculating the area at the time of layout 
from an external dimension for each element or the like. When the command of 
calculation comes to the editor 210 in the middle of calculation, the area is calculated 
while using a prescribed calculating formula and the result is displayed on a display 
110. When the circuit diagram is completely inputted, the area of the entire circuit is 
calculated, it is discriminated whether the area is smaller than the preset target area or 
not and the correction of the circuit or correction of the parameters 320 of elements is 
performed as needed. 
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